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James Earl Ray Files Libel Suit 
Against Madison County Deputy 


By Edward H. Kohn 

Of.th# Pott-DItpatch Staff 

James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty to the 1968 
murder of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, is seeking 
$150,000 in damages from a Madison County sheriff's ^ 
deputy who he says Hbeled him and violated his civil" 
ri^ts. 

Ray, . in a ' complaint filed Wednesday in U.S. 
District Court here, says that Sheriffs Deputy Conrad 
“Pete” Baetz, along with the U.S. Department of 
Justice, libeled Ray by giving reporters false 
information about his activities. 

In the complaint, Ray charges that Justice 
Department officials, including Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Director William H. Webster, had 
suggested in interviews that Ray had robbed banks to 
support himself in 1967-68 while a fugitive from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, where he had been 
serving time for robbery. 

He also charges that Baetz, a former investigator 
for the House Select Committee on Assassinations, 
ordered a government informer to steal “material” 
from Ray’s brother, Jerry W. Ray. ^ 

In ad^tion, Ray charges that Baetz libeled him in 
a July 1979 interview with the Post-Dispatch. In the 
interview, the complaint says, Baetz said that one of 
Ray’s relatives had been an intermediary in a plan to 
receive money from St. Louis patent lawyer John H. 
Sullivan in a plot to kill King. 

Baetz, in an interview Wednesday night, denied 
that he had ordered anyone to steal from Ray’s 
brother. Baetz said an informer, Oliver Patterson of 
Black Jack, had offered to supply him with 
“materials” in Jerry Ray’s possession in 1978, but 
that he had rejected the offer. Later, he said, 
Patterson turned up with what he alleged to be an 
escape map of Ray’s prison, and be accepted it under 
instructions from his superiors. The map was turned 


over to the congressional committee. 

“Whether be stole the map or not, I don’t know,” 
be added. 

“As far as the libelous statements,” Baetz 
continued, “the only information the press printed 
attributed to me, or anybody else, is the same 
Information that’s contained in the final report of the 
Select Committee (m Assassinations.” 

Ray, who now contends that he didn’t kill King, is 
servirig a 99-year sentence at the Brushy Mountain 
Prison in Petros, Tenn. 

He said in the court document that he was filing the 
complaint because he plans to go before a narole 
board with evidence to clear himself in tm King 
killing, and be said be fears the “malicious and false 
accusations” may jeopardize his case. 

In the suit, Ray alleges that Baetz and members of 
the House committee wrongfully harassed him and 
other members of his family by accusing them of 
robbing banks. ^ 

He asks that the Justice Department be ordered to 
specify “what criminal acts, and the evidence to 
support same, that the department contends (Ray) 
committed prior to his departing the United States 
(for England) in April 1968 — excepting (Ray’s) 
convictions in courts of law.” 

Ray also charged that Webster, in an interview last 
month with the Post-Dispatch, had implied that Ray 
had robbed banks to finance the King assassination. 

Ray offered to stand trial for the “offenses” that he 
says he has been accused of in the press. Ray’s 
complaint, which was received by mail, was assigned 
to U.S. District Judge William L. Hungate. 

Baetz said he believed Ray was suing him out of 
anger over his role in last month’s capture of Ray’s 
brother, John Larry Ray. John Larry Ray, who was 
wanted in connection with a Liberty, HI., bank 
rt>bbery, was arrested after Baetz rec^nlzed him 
walking along an Alton street: 

“ Vii .K.i ^ f;_. 


Thurs., July 24. 1980 


_ST LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 


James Earl Ray Files Libel Suit 
Against Madison Connty Depnty 

By Edward H.Kohn ..... 


By Edward H. Kohn 

Of th# Poft-Olspatch Staff 

James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty to the 1968 

w H ® ‘8 seeking 

#150,000 in damages from a Madison County sheriff’s 
deputy who he says libeled him and violated his civil 
rights. 

Ray, In a complaint filed Wednesday In U.S 
District Court here, says that Sheriff’s Deputy Conrad 

t.kmL ^ Department of 

inw^oH reporters false 

information about his activities. 

complaint, Ray charges that Justice 
Department officials, including Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Director William H. Webster, had 
suggested in Interviews that Ray had robbed banks to 
support himself in 1967-d8 while a fugitive from the 
MisMuri State PenitenUary, where he had been 
serving time for robbery. 

He also charges that Baetz, a former investigator 
for the House Select Committee on Assassinations, 
ordered a government informer to steal “material” 
from Ray’s brother, Jerry W. Ray. 

T "i charges that Baetz libeled him in 

a July 1979 interview with the Post-Dispatch. In the- 
mte^ew, the complaint says, Baetz said that one of 
Ray s relatives had been an intermediary in a plan to 
revive money from St. Louis patent lawyer John H 
Sullivan m a plot to kill King. 

Au hi ®n interview Wednesday night, denied 

that he had ordered anyone to ^teal from Ray’s 
brot^r. Baetz said an informer, Oliver Patterson of 
Black Jack, had offered to supply him with 
material in Jerry Ray’s possession in 1978, but 
^at he had rejected the offer. Later, he said 
Patterson turned up with what he alleged to be aii 
escape map of Ray’s prison, and he accepted it under 
Instructions from his superiors. The map was turned 


over to the congressional committee. 

he a^***®*^ 

tke Ubelous statements,” Baetz 
informaUon the press printed 
*?i. T’ “*■ else, is the same 

® contained in the final report of the 
Select Committee on Assassinations. ” 

Ray, who now contends that he didn’t kill King is 
wrving a 99-year sentence at the Brushy Moimtoln 
Prison In Petros, Tenn. *uum«in 

^ document that he was filing the 

80 before a phrole 
if V* klmself in the King 
killing, and he said he fears the “malicious and falre 

accusations” may jeopardize his case. 

. 1 , J u‘*'® and members of 

rte House ^mmittee wrongfully harassed him and 

So^bL^S” ‘*'®'“ 

qrw^ff,®®!!® if®* ***? Justice Department be ordered to 
specify what cnmlnal acts, and the evidence to 
support same, that the department contends (Ray) 
TOmr^tt^ prior to his departing the United States 
( England) In April 1968 — excepting (Ray’s) 
convictions in courts of law.” ® ^ ' 

mnnfif an interview last 

r«frifi,^K‘*‘®i Pna‘;Dispatch, had Implied that Ray 

had robb^ banks to finance the King assassination. ^ 

Ray offered to stand trial for the “offenses” that he 
says he has been accused of In the press. Ray’s 

!'®* '^‘ved by mall, was assigned 
to U.S. District Judge William L. Hungate. 

Baetz said he believed Ray was suing him out of 
^er over his role in last month’s capture of Rav’s 

I *®y- ^ R8y- who was 

^ connection with a Liberty, 111., bank 
robtery, was arrested after Baetz recognized him 
walking along an Alton street. 



JiA Thurs., July 24. 198D 


ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 


James Earl Ray Files Libel Suit 
Against Madison County Deputyj 

Bv PHuiarH IJ 


By Edward H. Kohn 

Of th« Pot t-Dlspatch Staff 

James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty to the 1968 

H ® s«eWiig 

1150,000 in damages from a Madison County sheriff's 

deputy who he says libeled him and violated his civil 
rights. 

Ray, in a complaint filed Wednesday in US 
Distnct Court here, says that Sheriff’s Deputy Conrad 
Pete Baetz, along with the U.S. Department of 
Jiutice, libel^ Ray by giving reporters false 
information about his activities. 

In the complaint, Ray charges that Justice 
Department officials, including Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Director William H. Webster, had 
suggested in Interviews that Ray had rohbed banks to 

® ^Kitive from the 
Missoun State PemtenUary, where he had been 
servmg time for robbery. 

He al^ charges that Baetz, a former investigator 
House Select Committee on Assassinations, 
ordered a government informer to steal “material" 
from Ray's brother, Jerry W. Ray. 

, /"i charges that Baetz libeled him in 

a July 1979 Interview with the Post-Dispatch. In the. 
mte^ew, the complaint says, Baetz sald that one of 
Ray s relatives had been an intermediary in a pl£in lo 
^ive money from St. Louis patent lawyer John H. 
Sullivan in a plot to kill King. 

,u hi ®n Interview Wednesday night, denied 

that he had ordered anyone to ^teal from Ray’s 
brother. Baetz said an informer, Oliver Patterson of 
Black Jack, had offered to supply him with 
materials" in Jerry Ray’s possession in 1978, but 
^t he had rejected the offer. Uter, he said. 
Patterson turned up with what he alleged to be an 
escape map of Ray’s prison, and he accepted it under 
Instructions from his superiors. The map was turned 


over to the congressional committee. 
headdlS**'**^ *** 

far as the libelous statements,*^ Baetz 

as ;^n.e%‘tsre£ ros 

Ray, who now contends that he idn’t klU Kina is 
M^g a 99-year sentence at the Brushy Moumain 
Prison in Petros, Tenn. ‘uumam 

He said in the court document that he was filine the 
romplalnt because he plans to go before a parole 

in the King 

killing, and he said he fears the "malicious and falM 

accusations” may jeopardize his case 

In the suit, Ray alleges that Baetz and members of 
toe House ^mmittw wrongfully harassed him and 
?Sbin?S” family by accusing them of 

'^‘““ce Department be ordered to 
specify what criminal acts, and the evidence to 
support Mme, that toe department contends (Ray) 
rorai^tt^ prior to his departing the United States 

~ excepting (Ray’s) 
convictions in courts of law." ® v y j 

Webstcr, ill an interview last 
had implied that Ray 

tad robb^ banks to finance the King assassination. ^ 

Ray offered to stand trial for toe "offenses" that he 
says he has been accused of in toe press. Ray’s 
complaint, which was received by mall, was asslim^ 
to U.S. District Judge WUIlam L. Hungate 

Baetz said he believed Ray was suing him out of 
^er over his role in last month’s capture of Ray’s 

*^®y> '"'bo was 

wmted in connection with a Liberty, 111., bank 
robtary, was arrested , after Baetz recognized him 
walking along an Alton street. 



,4A__ Thors., July 24. 1980 


_ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 


James Earl Ray Files Libel Suit 
Against 'Madison County Deputy 

LI 


By Edward H. Kohn 
Of th« Pott-Olspatch staff 

James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty to the 1968 

W50.000 in damages from a Madison County sheriff’s 
deputy who he says libeled him and violated his civil 
lights. 

Ray, in a complaint filed Wednesday in US 
Distnct Court here, says that Sheriff’s Deputy Conrkd 

J.K®t L U S- Department of 

Jiutice, libeM Ray by giving reporters false 
information about his activities. 

In the complaint, Ray charges that Justice 
Department officials, including Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Director William H. Webster, had 
suggested in interviews that Ray had robbed banks to 
^pport himself in 1967-«8 while a fugitive from the 
MisMun State Penitentiary, where he had been 
serving time for robbery. 

He also charges that Baetz, a former investigator 
*?!. House Select Committee on Assassinations 
ordered a government informer to steal "material”' 
from Ray’s brother, Jerry W. Ray. 

» i"i charges that Baetz libeled him in 

a July 1979 Interview with the Post-Dispatch. In the- 
mte^ew, the complaint says, Baetz said that one of 
Ray s relatives had been an intermediary in a plan to 
^ive money from St. Louis patent lawyer John H. 
Sullivan in a plot to kill King. 

.u hi an Interview Wednesday night, denied 
ija** c^ered anyone to 9^teal from Ray’s 
brotter. Baetz said an Informer, Oliver Patterson of 

’i ‘® supply him with 

material in Jerry Ray’s possession in 1978, but 
tot he had rejected the offer. Uter, he said, 
Patterson turned up with what he aUeged to be an 
escape map of Ray’s prison, and he accepted it under 
Instructions from his superiors. The map was turned 


over to the wngresslonal committee. 

he addlS*****^ "®*’ * know,” 

far as the libelous statements,” Baetz 
information the press printed 
*?K T’ “"yhody else, is the*^ same 

Ray, who now contends that he didn’t kill Klnc is 

^rd with evidence to clear himself in the Kinc 
killing, and he said he fears the “malicious and false 
accusations ’ may jeopardize his case. 

and members of 

the House committee wrongfully harassed him and 
ribWn^S” accusing them of 

sneeft^^i^h).^* *!!lf Department be ordered to 
specify what criminal acts, and the evidence to 

U*® department contends (Ray) 
Mmr^tted prior to his departing the United States 

~ excepting (Ray’s) 
convictions in courts of law.” ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ “"S®^ “’®‘ Webster, in an interview last I 
hi,H'!!li.Kli!'K^®. i^°®i'Dispatch, had implied that Ray 

had robb^ banks to finance the King assassination. ^ 

Ray offered to stand trial for the “offenses” that he 
says he has been accused of in the press. Ray’s 

«^eived by mall, was assigni^ 
to U.S. District Judge William L. Hungate. I 

®®*u. **® *’®’*®''®d Ray was suing him out of I 
^er over his role In last month’s capture of Ray’s I 

who was I 

WMted in connection with a Liberty, 111., bank! 

r®® ®*^*®d after Baetz recognized him 
walking along an Alton street. I 



